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Naruo language 


Naruo (Naluo §7 , Laluo; also Alu, Gan Yi) is a Loloish 

language cluster spoken by the Yi people of Yunnan, China. 
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Classification 


Naluo is classified by Ethnologue as a Northern Loloish language, 
but Yang, et al. (2017)® classifies Naruo as a Taloid language. 

Demographics 


According to David Bradley (2004),® Naluo (Naruo, Laluo, Naru, 
Shuitian zR 03, Shui Yi zR ft (used in Yunnan)) is spoken by about 
15,000 people mostly in eastern Yongsheng County and southern 
Huaping County, Yunnan, as well as in Pingjiang ^>1 and Futian 
03 III townships, western Panzhihua City, Sichuan. Naluo is 
moribund or extinct in Sichuan, and endangered in Yunnan. 
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Varieties 


You (2013:85)® reports that the na21 zu21 ® (Naruo language is spoken by the following Yi 

subgroups. 

■ Zhili (autonym: Naruo Nanhua Township, District 1, Yongsheng County zkKH— 

■ Luo (autonym: Naruo ^1): Zhongcheng Township, District 4, Yongsheng County zfcjliil 

■ Zi Yi (autonym: Naruo ^fUS): Xilang Township, District 3, Yongsheng County zfcKKHix 

On the other hand, the Yongsheng County Almanac (1989:637) lists the following subgroups within Shuitian 

zRffl. 


Shuitian tREB (autonym: Naru i&M) 






















■ Shui Yi 7j<|| subgroup (autonym: Naruo 

■ Luoluo subgroup (autonym: Xiqima also called Li 

Other varieties are:® 

■ Naru of southern and central Yongsheng County (pop. 7,000) and southern Huaping 
County (pop. 4,500) 

■ Naruo (Zhili) of Yongsheng County and Huaping County, spoken by about 12,000 people. 
It may be the same as Xiaoliangshan Nosu. 

Lopi (Shuitian 7KB9)® is an essentially extinct language, although there are more than 15,000 people 
belonging to the ethnic group in Panzhihua, Sichuan (in Futian feffl and Pingjiang W-/L Townships) and in 
northern Yunnan. 

Yang, et al. (2017)® lists Popei and Naruo as Shuitian 7KE0 varieties, and classifies them as 
part of the Taloid cluster of Central Ngwi languages . 

Zhili (autonym: Naruo IPS) is spoken by more than 300 persons in Xinying Village Dt a W, Nanhua 
Township Beisheng District :jfcf34[X ®; and in Xianrenhe Village I’ll! A MW, Dachang Township A 

r^ ll0] (Yongsheng County Almanac 1989:637). 
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